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Two new titles from the National Library
The Lycett Album: Drawings of
Aborigines and Australian
Scenery with commentary by
Jeanette Hoorn

In 1972, the sale by Sotheby and
Company in London of an album of
watercolour drawings attracted
considerable interest and publicity. The
drawings, dating from the 1820s, were
attributed to the convict artist Joseph
Lycett and represented a previously
unrecorded body of his work.

The National Library of
Australia purchased the album of
drawings for the national collection
in recognition of their importance
both as works of art and as rare
historical documents. The drawings
collectively present a detailed
documentary record of Aboriginal
land use, of their defence of the land
against the Europeans, as well as of
the ceremonies surrounding everyday
life in Aboriginal communities in the
early colonial period.

The complete series of twenty
watercolours from the album are

reproduced in full colour in The
Lycett Album accompanied by an
illuminating commentary by Dr
Jeanette Hoorn of the Department
of Fine Arts, University of
Melbourne.

1990 hb 88pp. 255 x 250 mm colour
ISBN 0 642 10507 3
RRP $39.95

The Dalton Journal edited by
Niel Gunson

In January 1823 William Dalton, a
young surgeon, commenced a journal
of his voyages to the South Seas in the
whaling ships Phoenix and Harriet.
Over the next six years the
compulsively curious doctor recorded
his impressions of the various places
and whaling grounds they visited. His
manuscript journal, now preserved in
the National Library of Australia, is
one of only a handful of surviving
British accounts of whaling in the
South Seas in the nineteenth century.

The Dalton Journal contains a
complete transcription of the
manuscript journal by the noted
Pacific historian, Dr Niel Gunson
from the Australian National
University. Dr Gunson has also
provided a careful assessment of the
journal's historical significance in his
introduction and extensive notes to
the transcription. The journal has
several claims for attention: it
provides firm evidence of British
claims to the discovery of Phoenix
and Canton islands, recounts
probably one of the last eyewitness
accounts of Captain Cook's death,
contains a detailed account of
whaling activities which predates the
classic published account by Beale,
and finally, but most importantly,
throws new light on the opening of
the Pacific to missionary activities, to
European settlement and to
commercial exploitation.

1990 hb 152pp. B5 ISBN 0 642 10505 7
RRP $34.95
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