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Overview
� The total area planted to summer crops in 2008-09 is forecast to 

remain similar to the area planted in the previous year. Despite an 
improvement in water storage levels, availability of irrigation water 
remains a critical issue for cotton and rice production. Average to 
above average rainfall in October and November in southern Queens-
land and nor thern New South Wales has improved yield prospects for 
grain sorghum production. However, a significant decline in feed grain 
prices and a reduced area of fallow land available is forecast to result in 
a fall in the area planted to grain sorghum in 2008-09.

� The area planted to rice in 2008-09 is forecast to be around 8000 
hectares. This is a significant increase from the estimated 2000 
hectares planted last year, but well below historical averages, reflecting 
the continued limited supply of irrigation water for rice growing. 

� The area planted to cotton in 2008-09 is forecast to more than double 
to around 153 500 hectares, reflecting an improvement in water avail-
ability, par ticularly in Queensland. Australian cottonseed and cotton 
lint production in 2008-09 are forecast to be 398 000 tonnes and 
281 500 tonnes respectively, more than double the severely drought 
affected har vest of 2007-08.

� The total area planted to grain sorghum is forecast to be 722 000 
hectares in 2008-09, 15 per cent below the area planted last year. 
This reflects a fall in the area of fallow land available relative to the 
same time last year and significantly lower feed grain prices. Average 
to above average rainfall received in October and November in key 
growing regions, combined with a positive seasonal rainfall outlook 
from the Bureau of Meteorolog y, means the current outlook for grain 
sorghum yields is favourable. 

� Untimely November rainfall in all states, except South Australia, has 
interrupted the har vesting of winter crops and, depending on the stage 
of crop maturity, will result in var ying degrees of quality downgrading. 
The timing of November rainfall has meant a ver y disappointing end 
to the 2008 winter cropping season. Total winter grains production 
is estimated to be 30.6 million tonnes. Although this is a 36 per cent 
increase from 2007-08, it is well below earlier forecasts, reflecting a 
ver y poor spring in southern New South Wales, Victoria and South 
Australia. 

� Of the major winter grains, wheat production is estimated at around 
20 million tonnes, barley production is estimated to reach 6. 4 million 
tonnes and canola production is estimated at 1.3 million tonnes. 
Although these production levels are significantly higher than in 2007-
08, they are well below mid-year expectations.  
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A  April � October rainfall in major grain growing regions   
    

 average a  2006 2007 2008 2006 2007 2008
 mm mm mm mm % of % of % of
     average average average
Queensland    
Central Highlands (35) 209 161 227 215 77 108 103
Maranoa (43) 228 98 199 215 43 87 94
West Darling Downs (42) 237 105 229 215 44 97 91
East Darling Downs (41) 291 145 276 198 50 95 68
Moreton South Coast (40) 453 230 412 351 51 91 77

New South Wales       
North West Plains (W) (52) 239 164 209 187 69 87 78
North West Plains (E) (53) 277 192 244 226 69 88 82
North West Slopes (N) (54)  309 213 277 228 69 90 74
North West Slopes (S) (55)  326 228 318 316 70 98 97
Northern Tablelands (N) (56) 365 255 359 289 70 98 79
Central West Plains (S) (50) 260 98 199 215 38 77 83
Central West Plains (N) (51) 245 146 170 187 60 69 76
Central West Slopes (N) (64) 319 179 289 279 56 91 87
Central West Slopes (S) (65) 333 134 253 278 40 76 83
Central Tablelands (N) (62) 339 255 359 289 75 106 85
Central Tablelands (S) (63) 466 198 386 353 42 83 76
Riverina (W) (75) 221 127 148 133 57 67 60
Riverina (E) (74) 295 141 192 164 48 65 56
South West Slopes (N) (73)  366 160 265 259 44 72 71
South West Slopes (S) (72)  542 251 384 364 46 71 67
Southern Tablelands (GM)(70) 369 232 343 252 63 93 68

Victoria       
North Mallee (76) 201 117 173 130 58 86 65
South Mallee (77) 234 135 194 153 58 83 65
North Wimmera (78) 280 149 218 181 53 78 65
South Wimmera (79) 358 212 318 252 59 89 70
Lower North (80) 281 155 186 154 55 66 55
Upper North (81) 341 184 252 201 54 74 59
Lower North East (82) 545 267 434 362 49 80 66
Upper North East (83) 759 366 551 413 48 73 54
North Central (88) 494 276 362 294 56 73 60
Central Western (89) 420 268 378 293 64 90 70

South Australia       
Upper South East (25B) 310 153 271 232 49 88 75
Murray Mallee (25A) 209 113 167 148 54 80 71
Murray River (24) 225 134 179 169 59 79 75
East Central (23) 454 242 365 337 53 80 74
West Central (22) 330 202 336 281 61 102 85
Lower North (21) 317 142 228 219 45 72 69
Upper North (19) 222 89 128 128 40 58 58
Western (18) 246 129 135 127 52 55 52

Western Australia       
North Coast (8) 324 157 185 280 48 57 86
Central Coast (9) 734 370 547 575 50 75 78
Northern Central (10) 278 187 197 270 67 71 97
South Coast (9A) 754 433 623 620 57 83 82
South Central (10A) 339 219 293 349 65 86 103
South East (12) 158 110 89 107 70 56 68

Tasmania       
Northern (91) 709 568 725 572 80 102 81
Midlands (93) 327 241 272 229 74 83 70

a Average from 1913 to 2008.       
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A number of organisations provide forecast yields for grains, including 
wheat and sorghum. The shire scale sorghum forecasting system of the 
Queensland Depar tment of Primar y Industries and Fisheries combines 
star ting soil moisture conditions with the seasonal outlook, including the 
most recent trend in the Southern Oscillation Index (SOI). The probability 
at the beginning of December of exceeding average sorghum yields is 
greater than 50 per cent in all regions (map 2). In Queensland, the chance 
of exceeding long-term median yields (map 3) ranges from 50 to 60 per 
cent, up to 100 per cent. In New South Wales the chance of exceeding 
average yields ranges from 50 to 60 per cent up to 90 per cent. 

Summer crop production 
The total area planted to summer crops in 2008-09 is forecast to remain 
similar to the area planted in the previous year. Despite an improvement 
in water storage levels (figure A), availability of irrigation water remains 
a critical issue for cotton and rice production. Average to above average 
rainfall in October and November in southern Queensland and nor thern 
New South Wales has improved yield prospects for grain sorghum 
production. However, a significant decline in feed grain prices and a 
reduced area of fallow land available is forecast to result in a fall in the area 
planted to grain sorghum in 2008-09.

The area planted to rice is forecast to be around 8000 hectares which is a 
significant increase from the estimated 2000 hectares planted last year, but 
well below historical averages, reflecting the continued lack of irrigation 
water for rice growing. The area planted to cotton in 2008-09 is forecast to 
more than double to around 153 500 hectares, reflecting an improvement 
in water availability, particularly in Queensland. Around 126 200 hectares 
of the area planted to cotton is forecast to be irrigated, with the remaining 
area dryland cotton. Australian cottonseed and cotton lint production in 
2008-09 are forecast to be 398 000 tonnes and 281 500 tonnes, respec-
tively, more than double the severely drought affected harvest of 2007-08.

The total area planted to grain sorghum is forecast to be 722 000 hectares 
in 2008-09, 15 per cent below the area planted last year, reflecting a fall 
in the area of fallow land available compared with the same time last year, 
and a significant decline in feed grain prices. Average to above average 
rainfall received in October and November in key growing regions, 
combined with a positive seasonal rainfall outlook from the Bureau of 
Meteorolog y, means the current outlook for grain sorghum yields is 
favourable. Assuming above average yields, total grain sorghum produc-
tion is forecast to reach 2.1 million tonnes in 2008-09.
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C  Winter crop production � Australia a  

 New   Western South 
 South Wales Victoria Queensland Australia Australia Australia
 kt kt kt kt kt kt

 
 

1996-97 11 285 4 599 2 469 11 192 5 458 35 071
1997-98 8 558 3 398 1 637 12 097 5 360 31 116
1998-99 9 718 3 495 2 322 12 232 6 305 34 159
1999-00  11 495 5 139 2 222 13 311 4 751 36 981
2000-01  10 834 6 232 1 340 8 726 7 486 34 696
2001-02 11 171 5 873 1 142 12 050 8 927 39 240
2002-03 3 505 1 955  836 6 812 4 227 17 402
2003-04  10 768 6 945 1 473 16 683 7 450 43 395
2004-05  10 724 4 203 1 383 12 472 5 849 34 711
2005-06 11 867 6 170 1 426 13 922 7 518 40 985
2006-07 3 840 1 788  907 8 253 2 793 17 613
2007-08 3 145 3 893 1 160 8 865 4 911 22 525
2008-09 previous 9 192 2 889 1 500 11 802 4 517 30 932
2008-09 s 9 076 2 774 2 029 11 915 4 273 30 595
% change 2007-08 
   to 2008-09 189 -29 75 34 -13 36 

 

a State production include wheat, barley, oats, canola, lupins, field peas, chickpeas, faba beans and lentils. Australian totals 
also include triticale, linseed and saf flowerseed. s ABARE estimate.
Note :  Previous refers to the numbers published in the previous issue of the Australian Crop Repor tand special update 
released 5 November 2008.

Winter crop production 
Untimely November rainfall in all states, except South Australia, has inter-
rupted the har vesting of the winter crop and, depending on the stage 
of crop maturity, will result in var ying degrees of downgrading of grain 
quality. The final size of the 2008 winter crop is estimated to be around 
30.6 million tonnes (table C), a 36 per cent increase from 2007-08, but well 
down on mid-year expectations, following a poor spring in southern New 
South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.

Of the major winter grains, wheat production is estimated at around 
20 million tonnes in 2008-09, a 53 per cent increase from 2007-08 but 
well below mid-year expectations. The poor spring also hampered barley 
production, which is estimated to reach 6. 4 million tonnes in 2008-09, 
around 4 40 000 tonnes greater than what was produced last season but 
less than initially forecast. Canola production is estimated at 1.3 million 
tonnes, around 24 per cent more than 2007-08. 
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D Winter crop area � Australia  a

  

 New   Western South 
 South Wales Victoria Queensland Australia Australia Australia
 �000 ha �000 ha �000 ha �000 ha �000 ha �000 ha

 

       
1996-97 4 676 2 331 1 225 6 793 3 048 18 102 
1997-98 4 543 2 315 1 213 7 141 3 047 18 260 
1998-99 4 927 2 454 1 420 7 419 3 376 19 582 
1999-00  4 955 2 670 1 337 7 464 3 342 19 763 
2000-01  5 398 2 706 1 126 7 390 3 667 20 280 
2001-02 5 309 2 684  788 7 173 3 866 19 817 
2002-03 4 782 2 928  774 7 174 3 965 19 623 
2003-04  6 070 3 126 1 067 7 689 4 034 21 982 
2004-05  6 456 3 131  878 9 112 4 718 22 444 
2005-06 5 556 2 907  967 7 390 3 882 20 728 
2006-07 5 603 3 041  792 6 471 4 141 20 117 
2007-08 6 115 3 212  748 6 255 4 073 20 431 
2008-09 previous 5 982 3 225 1 203 7 401 4 000 21 824 
2008-09 s 5 955 3 200 1 203 7 408 3 988 21 767 
% change 2007-08 
   to 2008-09 �3 0 61 18 �2 7 

a State areas include wheat, barley, oats, canola, lupins, field peas, chickpeas, faba beans and lentils. Australian totals also 
include triticale, linseed and saf flower.  s ABARE estimate. 
Note :  Previous refers to the numbers published in the previous issue of the Australian Crop Repor tand special update 
released 5 November 2008.
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New South Wales
� Central and nor thern New South Wales experienced above average to 

ver y much above average rainfall during November, which has meant 
a disappointing end to an other wise favourable season in which yields 
are expected to be average to above average. Many crops will be down-
graded to feed grade as a result of the heav y rains, and har vest was 
delayed by up to a month.

� Crops in western areas of the state and much of the south suffered a 
poor season, marred by a hot and dr y spring, resulting in widespread 
crop failures. However, the poor season in the south was balanced 
by a good season in the majority of central and nor thern New South 
Wales. Total winter crop production in 2008-09 is estimated at 9.1 
million tonnes, a significant improvement from the 3 .1 million tonnes 
har vested last season. 

� The area planted to wheat in New South Wales in 2008-09 is esti-
mated to have fallen marginally, to just less than 4 million hectares. 
Total wheat production is estimated at slightly more than 6.5 million 
tonnes, around 4 .7 million tonnes more than what was produced in the 
previous season, reflecting a significant improvement in yields in the 
central-west and nor th of the state. 

� The area planted to barley is estimated to have been 3 per cent lower in 
2008-09, to just less than 1 million hectares. Barley production is esti-
mated to have more than doubled in 2008-09, to more than 1.5 million 
tonnes, reflecting a significant improvement in yields from last years 
drought affected crop.

� The area planted to canola is estimated to have fallen by 17 per cent, 
to 200 000 hectares, reflecting the late star t to the season in the 
southern and central regions of New South Wales. Canola production 
is estimated at 215 000 tonnes in 2008-09, a significant increase from 
the 4 4 000 tonnes produced last season, but well below mid-year 
expectations, following a poor spring in key canola growing regions in 
the south. 

� The area planted to grain sorghum is forecast to decline by 15 per cent 
in 2008-09 to 220 000 hectares, reflecting a significant fall in feed 
grain prices and a reduction in the area of fallow land available, when 
compared with last season. Although the area planted is forecast to be 
lower, yields are forecast to be above average, reflecting above average 
spring rainfall in key growing regions, combined with a positive rainfall 
outlook from the Bureau of Meteorolog y. Grain sorghum production 
is forecast to reach to 786 000 tonnes in 2008-09.

� The area planted to rice in 2008-09 is forecast to be around 8000 
hectares which is a significant increase from the estimated 2000 
hectares planted last year, but well below historical averages, reflecting 
the limited supply of irrigation water available for rice growing. 
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Summer crop forecasts, 2008-09 � New South Wales  

    area
    change from
 area yield a production 2007-08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

 

Sorghum  220 3.57  786 �15
Sunflowers  28 1.38  39 �1
Cottonseed  76 2.71  205 83
Cotton lint  76 1.92  145 83
Rice  8 8.87  71 270

 

a Yields are based on area planted.
 

Winter crop estimates, 2008-09 � New South Wales
 

    production
    change from
 area yield a production 2007-08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

 

Wheat 3 950 1.65 6 514 262
Barley  980 1.56 1 530 135
Canola  200 1.07  215 388

 

a Yields are based on area planted.
 

Assuming average yields, rice production is forecast to reach 71 000 
tonnes in 2008-09, nearly four times production in the previous 
season.

� The area planted to cotton in New South Wales in 2008-09 is forecast to 
rise by 83 per cent to 75 600 hectares, reflecting an increase in the avail-
ability of irrigation water. The bulk of New South Wales cotton plantings 
are irrigated, but good soil moisture levels have enabled dryland cotton 
plantings of around 15 600 hectares, equivalent to 20 per cent of total 
cotton plantings. Assuming average yields, New South Wales is forecast 
to produce to 145 000 tonnes of cotton lint and 205 000 tonnes of 
cottonseed in 2008-09.
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Winter crop estimates, 2008�09 � Victoria 

    production
    change from
 area yield a production 2007�08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

 

Wheat 1 580 0.94 1 487 �20
Barley  950 0.92  869 �21
Canola  190 0.63  120 �40

a Yields are based on area planted.

Victoria 
� The 2008 winter cropping season in Victoria has fallen well shor t of 

expectations. Despite a promising star t to the season, well below 
average rainfall and above average temperatures throughout 
September and October has resulted in yields being significantly below 
average in all major cropping areas of Victoria. 

� While rainfall in November and December has improved yield esti-
mates compared with the October forecast in some regions, it has 
also delayed har vest and caused significant damage to crops in many 
regions. Frost also damaged crops in several regions, par ticularly 
canola crops in the Western District. The widespread rain and frost 
have resulted in significant quality downgrades of many winter crops. 

� Yields across the Wimmera and the Mallee are highly variable, mainly 
reflecting differences in soil type and effective rainfall over the 
growing season. Crops in the Wimmera have generally done better 
than those in the Mallee. In both regions, crops unsuitable for grain 
production were cut for hay or grazed by livestock. Overall winter crop 
production in 2008-09 is estimated to be down by around 30 per cent 
relative to 2007-08.

� The area planted to wheat is estimated to have increased by 5 per cent 
to around 1.6 million hectares in 2008-09, reflecting high grain prices 
at planting time and the good star t to the season. Production is esti-
mated to be around 1.5 million tonnes, a 20 per cent reduction from the 
previous year, reflecting lower average yields across the state. 

� The area planted to barley is estimated to have increased by around 
3 per cent to 950 000 hectares. As was the case with wheat, barley 
yields have been lower than last year, and accordingly production is 
estimated to have declined by 21 per cent to around 870 000 tonnes. 

� The area planted to canola is estimated to have fallen by 30 per cent 
to 190 000 hectares. Reflecting a large reduction in average yields, 
production is estimated to have declined by 40 per cent, to around 
120 000 tonnes. 
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Queensland 
� The 2008-09 winter cropping season in Queensland has been the 

best for a number of years. Much of the Queensland grains belt had full 
sub-soil moisture profiles following above average summer rainfall. 
However, below average autumn rainfall in 2008 dried out the top soil. 
Winter rainfall was average to above average resulting in estimated 
yields being average to above average throughout Queensland. 

� Fur ther rainfall in November has been beneficial for summer crop 
prospects in Queensland but has delayed har vest of winter crops in the 
south and may result in some downgrading of crop quality. Har vest is 
nearing completion in Queensland with the quality repor ted as good.

� The area sown to winter crops in Queensland is estimated to have 
increased by 61 per cent in 2008-09, to 1.2 million hectares. Total winter 
crop production is estimated at around 2 million tonnes, 75 per cent 
more than 2007-08, reflecting the increased area sown, combined with 
improved seasonal conditions.

� The area planted to wheat in Queensland is estimated to have risen to 
1 million hectares in 2008-09, close to double the area planted in the 
previous year. Quality of early har vested wheat in the Darling Downs 
is repor ted as good, while some downgrading of wheat quality has 
occurred because of November rainfall. Total wheat production is 
estimated to be 1.7 million tonnes in 2008-09 compared with 910 000 
tonnes har vested in 2007-08.

� Barley production is estimated at 182 000 tonnes in 2008-09, a 14 per 
cent increase on the 160 000 tonnes har vested in the previous year. 
Reflecting the generally favourable growing conditions experienced 
across the Queensland grains belt, yields are estimated to have been 
1.82 tonnes per hectare compared with the longer term average of 1.55 
tonnes per hectare. 

� Chickpea production in Queensland is estimated at a record 114 
000 tonnes in 2008-09, an increase of 38 per cent on 2007-08. The 
majority of the Queensland�s chickpeas were har vested prior to the 
November rainfall. Of the chickpeas that had been har vested, quality 
has been repor ted as good. 

� The area planted to grain sorghum is forecast to be 500 000 hectares 
in 2008-09, compared with 580 000 hectares in the previous year. The 
lower area reflects a combination of the low prices currently on offer 
for sorghum and less land available to be planted to sorghum. There 
has been some early sown sorghum on the Darling Downs and this 
sorghum is well advanced. Sub-soil moisture for summer crops is good 
and with a favourable summer rainfall outlook yields are forecast to be 
above the longer term average but lower than last year �s record yields. 
Grain sorghum production in Queensland is forecast to fall by around 
27 per cent in 2008-09 to 1. 4 million tonnes.
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Summer crop forecasts, 2008-09 � Queensland
 

    area
    change from
 area yield a production 2007-08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

 

Sorghum  500 2.71 1 356 �14
Sunflowers  30 0.93  28 49
Cottonseed  78 2.48  193 263
Cotton lint  78 1.75  136 263

a Yields are based on area planted.

Winter crop estimates, 2008-09 � Queensland 

    production
    change from
 area yield a production 2007-08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

 

Wheat 1 000 1.72 1 721 89
Barley  100 1.82  182 14

a Yields are based on area planted.

� Most cotton producing regions of Queensland are likely to be favoured 
by improved supplies of irrigation water in 2008-09, compared with 
the 2007-08 season. This is par ticularly the case in the Emerald region 
of central Queensland, where the Fairbairn dam is currently 80 per 
cent full. The area planted to cotton in Queensland is forecast to 
more than triple to 77 900 hectares. This forecast consists of 66 300 
hectares of irrigated cotton and 11 600 hectares of dr yland cotton. 
Despite the increase in area, cotton plantings in Queensland in 2008-
09 are only around 40 per cent of the record 199 000 hectares sown in 
2000-01. Queensland is forecast to produce 136 000 tonnes of cotton 
lint and 193 000 tonnes of cottonseed in 2008-09.
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Western Australia 
� Winter crop production in Western Australia is estimated at 11.9 

million tonnes in 2008-09, an increase of more than 3 million tonnes 
compared with the previous year. Seasonal conditions in Western 
Australia have been variable throughout the cropping season. The 
nor thern par t of the Western Australian grains belt has had one of the 
best seasons for a number of years. In the central grains belt, condi-
tions have been inconsistent, but rainfall arrived throughout the 
season at critical times. Winter crops in the Great Southern and Esper-
ance regions are patchy and reflect the variable season experienced 
across the regions. 

� A generally good star t to the season, because of average to above 
April rainfall, deteriorated as May and June rains were below average. 
However, the area planted to winter crops is estimated to have 
increased by 18 per cent in 2008-09 to be 7. 4 million hectares. July 
rainfall was generally above average and August was below average. 
However, rainfall in late August was well timed and widespread, main-
taining crop prospects across most regions. September and October 
rainfall was average to above average. However, untimely average 
to above average rainfall in November has delayed har vest. Despite 
the variability in rainfall over the season, winter crop production in 
Western Australia is estimated to be 34 per cent higher than the 2007-
08 season.  

� Although har vest in Western Australia has commenced, rainfall 
during November delayed progress. The Cooperative Bulk Handling 
Authority (CBH) in Western Australia repor ted in late November they 
had received 2.8 million tonnes of grain. This is lower than for the same 
period last year. CBH are still expecting receivals of 10 to 12 million 
tonnes of winter grains.  

� Wheat production is estimated at 7.9 million tonnes in 2008-09, 
an increase of 1.8 million tonnes when compared with the previous 
season. Wheat yields are estimated at 1.62 tonnes per hectare in 2008-
09, similar to the five year average of 1.61 tonnes per hectare and above 
the 1. 49 tonnes per hectare in the previous season.

Winter crop estimates, 2008�09 � Western Australia
 

    production
    change from
 area yield a production 2007�08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

Wheat 4 900 1.62 7 925 30
Barley 1 250 1.81 2 258 66
Canola  620 1.35  840 26
Lupins  267 1.28  341 62

a Yields are based on area planted.
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� Reflecting the generally favourable star t to the winter cropping 
season, the area planted to barley in Western Australia is estimated to 
have increased by 9 per cent in 2008-09. Combined with an improve-
ment in yields, barley production is estimated to increase to almost 2.3 
million tonnes in 2008-09. 

� Canola production is estimated to be 840 000 tonnes in 2008-09, 
around 175 000 tonnes more than in the previous season. Of the 
canola har vested, quality is repor ted to be average to above average. 

� Despite an estimated 62 per cent increase in lupin production in 
Western Australia in 2008-09, it is still one of the smallest lupin 
har vests in Western Australia in the past two decades. 

South Australia 
� Planting of the 2008-09 winter crop was generally completed during 

May to June, with conditions var ying across the state. A promising 
outlook to the season deteriorated quickly as spring rainfall was 
well below average. October rainfall was par ticularly bad, with some 
centres receiving their lowest October rainfall on record. The lack of 
rainfall resulted in a decline in yield potential across most of the state. 
Yields var y from well below average to average. 

� Har vest of winter crops in South Australia is well under way, with 
around 60 per cent of crops estimated to have been har vested. Crop 
conditions and grain quality var y greatly across the state, reflecting the 
variability of the season, soil types and crop management.

� Total area planted to winter crops in South Australia is estimated to 
have been close to 4 million hectares in 2008-09, 2 per cent lower than 
in 2007-08. Because of unfavourable spring conditions, crop produc-
tion is estimated to be slightly more than 4 million tonnes, 13 per cent 
lower than production in 2007-08.

� The area planted to wheat in South Australia in 2008-09 is estimated 
to have been 2.1 million hectares, a fall of 2 per cent compared with 
2007-08. Yields are estimated to be 1.09 tonnes per hectare, similar to 
2007-08 but well below average. Wheat production is estimated to be 
2.3 million tonnes in 2008-09, a 2 per cent reduction from 2007-08 .

� The area planted to barley in 2008-09 is estimated to have been 1 per 
cent lower than in 2007-08. As a result of the poor spring, average 
yields in 2008-09 are forecast to decline to 1.23 tonnes per hectare, 
compared with the previous year �s yield of 1. 45 tonnes per hectare. 
Total barley production is forecast to fall by 16 per cent to 1.5 million 
tonnes.
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Winter crop estimates, 2008-09 � South Australia 

    production
    change from
 area yield a production 2007-08
 �000 ha t/ha kt %

Wheat 2 112 1.09 2 295 �2
Barley 1 216 1.23 1 500 �16
Canola  165 0.91  150 �3

a Yields are based on area planted.
 
 

� The area planted to canola in South Australia is estimated to have 
increased by 3 per cent to 165 000 hectares in 2008-09, reflecting 
the good star t to the season and high canola prices. Canola yields are 
forecast to be 0.9 tonnes per hectare, slightly less than 2007-08 yields 
and well below the 10 year average of 1.21 tonnes per hectare. Canola 
production is estimated to fall by 3 per cent to be 150 000 tonnes in 
2008-09.
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August September October November

average a 2007 2008 average a 2007 2008 average a 2007 2008 average a 2007 2008 p
mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm

Queensland
Central Highlands (35) 20 31 4 22 30 54 42 36 40 60 115 83
Maranoa (43) 25 57 9 26 17 61 46 49 48 59 89 67
West Darling Downs (42) 25 56 7 27 16 59 48 58 32 58 62 79

East Darling Downs (41) 31 68 13 36 20 52 62 75 27 74 96 142
Moreton South Coast (40) 37 125 6 43 50 52 76 73 41 95 87 165

New South Wales
North West Plains (W) (52) 27 29 20 28 7 48 42 47 48 50 60 107
North West Plains (E) (53) 33 45 19 34 5 54 48 50 41 61 71 124
North West Slopes (N) (54) 37 62 16 40 4 63 61 58 35 72 65 159
North West Slopes (S) (55) 46 73 39 51 3 63 75 53 73 85 75 146
Northern Tablelands (N) (56) 43 98 30 44 12 64 61 76 51 66 107 166
Central West Plains (S) (50) 36 18 25 32 4 35 43 9 34 41 84 56
Central West Plains (N) (51) 30 14 27 30 3 36 40 22 44 42 61 92
Central West Slopes (N) (64) 42 26 54 42 1 68 53 33 58 57 92 97
Central West Slopes (S) (65) 48 23 39 43 4 67 55 17 54 52 95 82
Central Tablelands (N) (62) 48 47 58 46 4 70 58 39 70 62 127 115
Central Tablelands (S) (63) 65 43 50 60 14 79 74 26 71 76 140 89
Riverina (W) (75) 31 8 23 29 6 20 36 8 15 27 56 48
Riverina (E) (74) 44 11 22 40 7 21 46 22 15 35 52 53
South West Slopes (N) (73) 55 21 35 49 12 37 57 24 42 48 84 62
South West Slopes (S) (72) 89 34 66 75 33 63 81 38 26 62 98 103
Southern Tablelands (GM)(70) 50 22 45 51 20 43 63 24 49 62 111 79

Victoria
North Mallee (76) 30 7 37 30 11 9 32 9 7 25 43 35
South Mallee (77) 36 9 40 35 17 13 37 8 8 28 43 34
North Wimmera (78) 45 15 39 42 21 20 40 10 7 30 52 24
South Wimmera (79) 59 28 54 52 37 34 49 18 10 36 71 26
Lower North (80) 43 8 35 41 13 14 43 7 7 32 39 65
Upper North (81) 53 14 44 49 20 15 49 9 9 37 53 71
Lower North East (82) 90 36 71 76 39 48 78 36 15 59 92 106
Upper North East (83) 130 51 80 105 61 57 106 45 23 81 136 133
North Central (88) 82 32 70 71 41 24 69 14 16 55 68 75
Central Western (89) 69 42 62 64 46 42 61 28 13 53 98 38

Western Australia
North Coast (8) 52 27 14 28 24 31 18 15 22 10 1 10
Central Coast (9) 124 103 21 76 77 67 50 40 49 23 3 38
Northern Central (10) 45 29 16 26 23 36 19 16 30 13 1 14
South Coast (9A) 124 111 38 87 100 76 64 64 71 36 8 86
South Central (10A) 54 42 15 38 39 45 29 36 56 20 2 41
South East (12) 22 8 10 14 7 14 14 9 18 16 6 48

South Australia
Upper South East (25B) 52 23 63 46 36 20 40 20 9 29 37 19
Murray Mallee (25A) 33 7 44 32 16 10 31 11 8 23 34 18
Murray River (24) 36 8 45 34 17 14 31 18 5 23 36 21
East Central (23) 75 26 87 63 37 28 52 29 10 34 36 21
West Central (22) 54 28 74 44 28 19 35 30 6 24 34 20
Lower North (21) 52 15 51 48 23 12 41 32 4 29 41 28
Upper North (19) 36 9 33 33 10 5 31 21 2 26 38 46
Western (18) 41 15 30 33 6 6 27 13 5 20 18 28

Tasmania
Northern (91) 117 159 92 96 111 110 90 79 26 68 24 102
Midlands (93) 49 55 22 46 39 66 53 33 13 48 14 73

a Average rainfall is the simple arithmetic average of rainfall over the period 1913 to 2008. p Preliminary. 
Note:Numbers in parentheses indicate meteorological districts (see map on page iv).
Source:Bureau of Meteorology monthly district rainfall reports (various issues). 

4  Australian rainfall comparisons for principal cropping districts
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2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 s 2008-09f

kt kt kt kt kt kt

Wheat
Production 26 132 21 905 25 150 10 822 13 039 19 969
Domestic use b 5 738 6 024 6 623 7 404 6 532 6 857
… human and industrial 2 518 2 342 2 361 2 287 2 354 2 401
… feed cd 2 550 3 060 3 672 4 500 3 500 3 782
… seed  670  622  590  617  678  673
Exports 17 868 14 675 15 969 8 685 7 456 12 335

Change in stocks 2 526 1 207 2 558 …5 267 … 948  777

Canola
Production 1 703 1 542 1 419  573 1 065 1 325
Domestic use  501  423  525  592  545  614
… crushers  494  418  520  587  539  608
… seed  7  5  5  5  6  6
Exports 1 202  892  831  228  470  662

Pulses … major crops
Production
   lupins 1 180  937 1 285  470  331  484
   field peas  487  289  585  140  268  252
   chickpeas  178  116  123  232  313  378

Apparent domestic use c
   lupins  468  508  555  437  312  328
   field peas  89  96  107  114  188  123
   chickpeas  11  9  18  22  28  25

Exports
   lupins  712  365  494  93  99  257
   field peas  221  115  252  138  142  151
   chickpeas  190  152  161  241  223  302

a Production, use and export data are on a marketing year basis: October…September for wheat; November…October for canola, peas and 
lupins. Production may not equal the sum of apparent domestic use and exports in any one year because of reductions or increases in stocks. b 
Some ABARE estimates have been revised based on additional industry information. ABARE is continuing to investigate data. c Calculated as a 
residual: production less exports less change in stocks. d Does not include imports. s ABARE estimate. f ABARE forecast.
Note:The export data refer to market year export periods, so are not comparable with financial year export figures published elsewhere. 
Sources:Australian Bureau of Statistics; ABARE.

5 Australian supply and disposal of wheat, oilseeds and pulses a 
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2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 s 2008-09f

kt kt kt kt kt kt

Barley
Production 10 382 7 740 9 482 4 257 5 920 6 361
Domestic use 2 476 2 670 2 760 3 153 2 460 2 361
… as malt and other human use  168  172  176  166  165  169
… feed 2 100 2 300 2 400 2 784 2 100 1 995
… seed  208  198  184  203  195  197
Export 6 999 4 862 5 917 2 562 4 054 4 221
… feed barley 4 241 2 798 3 191 1 192 2 303 2 487

… malting barley 2 135 1 464 2 067  659 1 083 1 072

… malt (grain equivalent)  624  601  660  627  668  662

Oats
Production 2 018 1 282 1 688  748  843 1 184
Domestic use 1 809 1 144 1 499  713  662  958
… human  131  134  138  141  144  148
… feed 1 635  965 1 314  529  474  766
… seed  43  45  47  43  44  44
Export  210  138  191  35  181  226

Triticale  b
Production  826  611  676  199  450  473
Domestic use  826  611  676  199  450  473
… feed  807  594  660  181  432  455
… seed  19  17  16  18  18  18

Grain sorghum
Production 2 009 2 011 1 929 1 283 3 072 2 143
Domestic use 1 386 1 753 1 846 1 173 2 135 1 535
… feed 1 382 1 749 1 842 1 169 2 131 1 531
… seed  4  4  3  4  4  4
Export c  623  259  83  110  937  609

Maize
Production  395  420  380  240  387  385
Domestic use  385  413  370  229  359  355
… human, industrial  106  109  112  115  117  120
… feed  277  303  258  113  241  233
… seed  1  1  1  1  1  1
Export c  10  5  10  11  28  31

Total coarse grains
Production 15 630 12 064 14 155 6 727 10 672 10 547
Domestic use 6 882 6 592 7 150 5 467 6 066 5 681
… human, industrial  406  415  425  421  427  437
… feed 6 201 5 910 6 473 4 776 5 378 4 980
… seed  275  266  252  269  261  265
Export 7 845 5 265 6 229 3 435 4 875 5 138

a Production, use and export data are on a marketing year basis: market years are November…October for barley, oats and triticale; 
March…February for sorghum and maize. The sum of domestic use and exports may differ from production as a result of changes in grain stock 
levels. b Excludes small quantities of triticale for export. c Exports reflect the volume of grain exported from the respective crops harvested. For 
example the volume of exports reported for sorghum in 2002-03, were actually shipped in the period March 2003 to February 2004. s ABARE 
estimate. f ABARE forecast. 
Sources:Australian Bureau of Statistics; ABARE.

6 Australian supply and disposal of coarse grains a 
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Apr…Jun Jul…Sep Oct…Dec Jan…Mar Apr…Jun Jul…Sep Oct…Dec s

A$/t A$/t A$/t A$/t A$/t A$/t A$/t

Wheat
Domestic
    feed … Sydney 296 345 444 478 445 424 286
International
    US no.2  hard red winter,
      fob Gulf b 259 348 402 473 390 374 360

Barley
Domestic
    2 row feed … Sydney 320 355 371 313 356 339 251
Export  c
    feed (bulk) 242 279 303 325 345 334 306
    malting (bulk) 314 296 399 443 431 465 507
International
    feed … US no. 2  fob Portland b 244 330 375 337 311 309 289

Sorghum
Domestic
    feed … Sydney 284 324 421 326 301 279 237
Export  c 409 266 344 332 287 316 336
International
    US del. Gulf b 209 218 223 263 280 264 261

Oats
Domestic
    feed … Sydney 385 339 389 361 360 318 251
Export  c 483 425 444 329 341 343 300
International
    US heavy white, del. Portland b 252 262 285 275 260 274 297
Maize
Domestic
    feed … Sydney 399 424 451 400 414 409 342
International
    US no.2 fob Gulf b             192 181 194 244 275 277 251

Oilseeds
Domestic
    canola … del. Melbourne 463 524 648 746 736 674 598
    sunflower … del. Melbourne 550 550 942 970 970 970 983
International
    soybeans … US cif Rotterdam b 408 468 545 621 621 636 607
Pulses
Domestic
    lupins … del. Perth 0 308 318 328 304 281 261
    chickpeas … del. Melbourne 687 738 572 584 702 710 476
    field peas … del. Melbourne 394 393 433 547 586 596 446
Export c
    chickpeas 793 892 634 650 583 855 556
    field peas 391 400 421 515 389 483 430

2007 2008

a Prices refer to bulk sales of grain delivered to Sydney region. Export prices for coarse grains are the average unit fob value of Australian exports 
recorded by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Prices quoted only for months in which sizable export volumes were recorded. International prices are 
obtained from the Unicom Newswire service in US$ and converted to A$ using monthly average of daily exchange rates. b Average of daily offer 
prices made in US$, converted to A$ using monthly average of daily exchange rates. c Export unit values do not reflect current market prices but the 
average price received for grain exported over the quarter. Generally, there can be a long lag time between when prices were negotiated by 
exporters and the physical export of product. s ABARE estimate. 
Note:Prices used in these calculations exclude the GST.

7 Australian grain prices a  


