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Conclusions.

Continued rural industry investment in R & D is probably best directed to developing the
context for harnessing the opportunities arising from massive global investments in
electronic, biotechnology and computational sciences, while at the same time developing
better processes to implement outcomes of past R & D for industry benefit.

However, the time scale for implementation of technologies to industry improvement is
difficult to predict. It is not uncommon for uptake of a technology to take from 30-50
years from invention to common place application. Typically, early stage adopters reap
the benefits (and carry the risks) of the technology from 10-20 years after first
implementation. In rural industries this is a commonplace scenario and will often be
influenced most by the alignment of availability of a new technology with a particular age
cohort of industry participants.

An important challenge is to speed up this cycle. We believe that this can best be
achieved by making the adoption message simpler and clearer. In particular, by
promoting only those actions that will have a major impact on productivity and providing
the tools and processes to ensure that they are carried out with sufficient accuracy to
control the risks associated with intensification, is perhaps the most important innovation
yet to be implemented in rural industries.
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