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ME 244 Dennis Ace at the fire station of the former
Leyland Bros World Theme Park near Tea Gardens NSW
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From the Editor

Welcome to issue 181 of Flyer & Salvage. Firstly, I would like to say thanks to 
everyone for their patience while I sorted out all the IT and printer issues. Annoyance 
turned to frustration when things did not just want to work out. And they said 
computers were going to make it all easier!

I hope everyone has enjoyed the feel of the way the Flyer & Salvage has been laid 
out. In the next issue there will be a quick questionnaire on the layout and content 
etc of the Flyer & Salvage. Please take the time to complete the form, so that your 
ideas, suggestions or comments can be considered as a way of improving the 
newsletter. After all, it is your newsletter. Please send your replies to me by email, 
fax or post.(see page 20 for details).

Work has prevented me from getting to a few social/club events again. I missed 
Steamfest last month in my own town. Hopefully some of you have been able to get 
out and about.

Our newest addition to the family has been �infected� by the fire engine bug. At nine 
months he has worked out what is inside dad�s display cabinets and happily points to 
the models and goes �woo woo woo�. In contrast, the real ones in our garage just get 
a single �woo�. His collection is growing, having added a set of ladders to the Dennis 
Sabre he got when he was born. Look out Guy!

As always, a big thank you to everyone who has sent in stories and photos. It makes 
it so much easier putting it all in place and this of course makes for a more interesting 
read. And of course, submissions of stories and photos are always appreciated. So if 
you would like something added to the Flyer and Salvage as a regular article, just let 
me know and I will do my best to add it to the next issue.

In each addition of the Flyer & Salvage, there is the �for sale� and �wanted� sections. 
Could members wishing to sell their appliances or other bits and pieces please attach 
a photo when sending the request through to me. This way others can see exactly 
what is for sale, which I�m sure would help with the sale.

Enjoy the read.

Aaron Bischoff

HFEA General Meeting

The next meeting of the Historic Fire Engine Association will be held on the Sunday 
16th August 2009 at RailCorp Fire Station starting at 10am.

So if you can, bring the family along with your fire engine. It will be a good time to 
catch up!

www.hfea.com.au
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Why a Fire Engine?

Do you often get asked this question when attending outings or displays? I know I do. 
And it is often not just the general public that this line of questioning comes from. It 
often comes from other car club members, which sort of surprises me.

When asked, my general reply to them is �why do you have that old 1928 Ford�, to 
which they reply, �because I like them�. I usually follow up with �I like fire engines that 
is why I have a Dennis�.

Of course then you have others attending displays and are totally amazed when they 
learn that the old fire engine is actually owned by you and not the fire brigade.

So, why do I have a fire engine?

When I was little, I grew up in the Maitland suburb of Telarah. The local fire station 
was around the corner and my uncle was the Captain. I was always been amazed at 
this big wooden telephone box in his hall way. It had the old wind up bit on the side 
and all these different lines to, I guess, other firemen�s homes. And yes I could not 
help but play with it.

The station had an old air raid siren on the roof and when sounded, it could be heard 
all over the suburb. I sometimes think this was done to get the kids outside. Well it 
worked at our house. I would stand on our front veranda and wait. The old bi fold 
doors would be pushed open, followed by the flashing red light and then the old 
Bedford would roll out. 

Our suburb was a little hilly and there was always a code call (a term I would come to 
learn when I joined the fire brigade at 18) around mid afternoon, after school finished, 
out to the big electricity substation and workshops in Green St. I would patiently wait 
as the little Bedford made its way up and down the hilly street and, as it passed my
house, would wave madly at the firemen and then give chase -and yes I did keep up 
with it!.

As it turned into Green St and headed off to the substation out of sight, I would again 
wait. For it wasn�t long before the fire engine from Maitland came around the corner 
out of South St and headed my way. They had one of those massive brand new fire 
engines. It was big; after all I was only 10 or so. It had the electronic siren, was fast 
and sounded awesome. Later I would get to drive this very fire engine, ME 539, a 
1710A Acco as it was our second call/spare motor at Maitland, our running motor 
being ME672, a 1710C Acco.

Interest sorted of died down a little by the time I hit high school. Although when the 
house next to nana and pops burnt down, Telarah had been given a new fire engine, 
a Ford D200, it still looked pretty awesome (remembering I�m only 12) seeing all the 
fire engines in the street. There was a period when they did not rate a mention. I 
think this may have been due to girls or something.
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As I found her�ME244 Dennis Ace. Sharing the old �Fire Station� at the former 
Leyland Bros World near Tea Gardens. I�m told the old tanker is still there

At 18, I joined the brigade and it was now me waving to the little kids as they chased 
the fire engine along the street.

In 1996, I joined the Railway Fire Brigade, as it was known then, and met a 
gentleman named Peter Quin. He was the Captain of the Unanderra Fire Brigade 
and they had a Dennis Ace. We would often talk about the old fire engine, and later 
that year, he invited me down for a visit. 

After a quick intro and explanation of the truck's runnings, we were off down the 
street. After a short distance he said �your turn�. I still recall sitting in that side street 
in Unanderra, Peter saying just let it fall into gear, �you will know�. I had driven the old 
Bedford from Singleton many years earlier, when we borrowed it for a kid�s Easter 
picnic, but this was something different. It was real fire engine, a Dennis. That was it, 
I was hooked.



No. 181 FLYER & SALVAGE March 2009

Page Number 5

My job with the Railway Fire Brigade took me all over northern and western NSW. I 
would always pass the old Leyland Bros World on the Pacific Hwy near Tea 
Gardens. There was this old building that could be seen from the highway. It had 
painted on the back wall the words �Fire Station�. After passing the place several 
times, curiosity got the better of me and I drove in and up to the shed.

To my surprise there was, not one but two fire engines sitting in this open shed. 
There was this big six wheel drive tanker looking thing and this little sad looking fire 
engine beside it. I knew straight away what this little fire engine was. It was a Dennis 
Ace. The other turned out to be one of the GMC tankers the brigades had built in the 
late 50�s.

I drove home and started doing the ring around. My old Station Officer was good 
friends with the Leyland Brothers, so after getting their details and speaking to them, 
I was able to track down the owner of the site.

I asked the gentleman if he would be interested in selling the fire engine he had. He 
replied that he still used it to water the place. I thought he must be confused; the little 
truck had gone no where for a very long time. A little more probing found out he was 
referring to the big water tanker and that there was no other fire truck there, only an 
old Austin truck.

Under the careful supervision of Nicole�s grandpa, I slowly begin to bring the 
old engine back to life. I�m shown working on the valve seats while the head 

was given the all clear after Grandpa had the head x-rayed for cracks
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I quickly made an offer for the truck that �was not there� (I think it was about a days 
pay). I was stoked when he said sure just leave the money at the service station up 
the road for him to pick it up later when he was next down that way.

The next day, my dad and I headed back with a little tilt tray and a compressor to 
pump up the tyres. It still had the original Barnett Glass tyres and still has them on it 
today. We loaded her up and brought her home.

That was Friday 20th December 1997. I think it made me late to my soon to be wife�s 
work Christmas party. But hey, I owned a fire engine!

The next few months it lived under a big tarp while a new shed was built. There was 
another small delay in getting her back on the road, ah yes the wedding, but that�s 
another story.

In April the new shed was finished and she moved in. I was lucky in that Nicole�s 
grandfather had worked on these during the war in England. Unfortunately, he 
passed away last year so I hope I watched and learned enough from him, although 
his Scottish accent baffled me a few times when he was describing parts and things.

We tinkered away for a few months as I learned my new �trade�. It was a big task and 
even when Peter and the boys called in on their way to the NSWFB championships
at Singleton to have a look, they offered to take her off my hands if it got too much. I 
thought sometimes am I �over my head�. I�m still not that mechanically minded but 
I�m getting there.

Going again! ME244 Dennis Ace rolls out of its new home for the first time
after her �engine make over�. It still has the original Barnett & Glass tyres
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Come November 1998, the little Dennis Ace ME244 breathed a new sign of life. I had 
it registered and was right to go. This same day also co-incided with the birth of our 
first child Mitchel. Since then we have added to our family with Lilian and now baby 
Zac. I have also added to family with the F1 when Lilian was born and later a Jag 
also lives with us. I can�t understand why Nicole does not want any more children. 
Surely it is just a bizarre coincidence that a new fire engine appeared every time she 
was in hospital with a new baby. Like what are the chances of that happening! It 
would have to be in the gazillions to one surely.

The NSWFB acquired my Dennis Ace in 1936 and was first installed at Lidcombe, 
followed by Avalon, Gundagai, Yass, Manilla and Coolah. In 1972 it was removed 
from service back to Sydney as a spare and finally sold off in around 1975. I�m not 
too sure of what happened between 1975 and 1990 when the Leyland Bros 
purchased her. I�m told it may have been around the Wollongong area somewhere.

ME 244 Dennis Ace outside 349 stn Kurri Kurri during one of the many visits to 
the station for parades and displays. On this occasion, we were there to take 

some girls to their school formal. Note the number plate!
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Since then my little Ace has been to a lot of public displays and station openings. I 
usually go with my dad, who with me, dresses up in the old turn out gear. He is 
almost as old as the Ace, so I guess he fits in just right.

ME 244 Dennis Ace outside 454 stn Tarro at the opening of the new station 
extensions. Like on most occasions my dad came along for the ride.

My eldest son Mitchel is sitting on the back of the Ace

I guess I would be pretty close to the money if I said there are a few of us out there 
with a similar story to mine on how you came about owning a fire engine. Childhood 
memories, dad or your grandfather belonging to the local fire brigade or that chance 
meeting with someone who had one.

So the next time you are out with your favourite little red toy and someone asks why
you have a fire engine, share your story with them. After all I�m sure they were little 
kids once that chased and waved at the fire engine as it went past their house.
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OUT & ABOUT

If you have been out and about with your fire appliance, how about sharing your 
adventure with other HFEA members. 

So if you have a story or some photos of a recent run or visit, just send an email to 
aaron.bischoff@bigpond.com and I�ll include it in the next issue of Flyer & Salvage.

The boys from up north have been out to a few events over the past few months. 
Kevin Mulley and Mate McWhirter have had their Dennis 250 and Dennis Ace in 
splendid livery roaming the countryside showing there is still life in the old fire 
appliances.

A few weeks back the Dennis Ace from Port Macquarie attended the annual open 
day at Timbertown. Kevin wrote to say there was a good crowd and the kids were 
able to get some good photos of the trucks. However, later in the day the rain came 
and the nice clean brass did not last for long. The boys were also joined on the day 
with the crew from Wauchope Fire Brigade and their Isuzu pumper ME 545.

Dennis Ace ME 235 outside of the �old fire station� at Timbertown

mailto:aaron.bischoff@bigpond.com
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Wauchope Fire Brigade brought along their Isuzu pumper ME 545

Team Dennis:   The 250 and Ace pumpers make for a classic display
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