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SALVAGE

Doug Humphreys displayed his beautifully restored 
J1 Bedford at the Burwood Heritage Festival on 18th April 2009.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to issue 181 of Flyer & Salvage. Firstly, as always, I would like to start by 
saying thanks to everyone who has sent in letters, photos or stories for this issue. It 
certainly makes it much easier to put our club magazine together.

In this issue, I have included a short questionnaire. I am hoping you can spare the 
time and give me some feedback on the magazine. My contact details are on the 
back page for those who are able to send it back to me. Like I have said before, filling 
the shoes that Brett left me has been enjoyable and challenging at times. Brett
always produced a top class magazine which I enjoyed very much. I want to continue 
with that quality, and develop the magazine at the same time.

In a previous issue, there was a small article on Corrimal Fire Station and of the fire 
appliances that have been stationed there since it opened. It was pleasing to receive 
a letter from one of our members to say how much he enjoyed the story. John 
Fenwick had grown up in Corrimal and went to the school next to the fire station. He 
went on to say he would often visit the fire station during the school day. He even got 
to be a real fire fighter when he grew up, joining the NSWFB at Campbelltown Fire 
Station when he turned 18.

As I sat and read the letter, the more it sounded like my own childhood. I too ended 
up joining the NSWFB at 18. I am sure there are a few more of us out there who had 
a similar growing up. While we may not have all joined the fire brigade, one thing is 
for certain, we have a love of fire engines. And it is that childhood dream that we all 
had that makes it what it is all about. You sure see it in the little faces of the kids 
when you take the old fire engines to the local school. Sitting among those kids with 
a smile a mile wide, hanging off every word, is a little fire fighter who wants to drive 
that big red truck. And more importantly, a possible future HFEA member!

Enjoy the read.

Aaron Bischoff

HFEA GENERAL MEETING

The next meeting of the Historic Fire Engine Association will be held on the Sunday 
16th August 2009 at RailCorp Fire Station starting at 10am. The meeting will be held 
in the new fire station that will be completed this month. The station is at the cnr of 
Pitt St and Eddy Ave Sydney, opposite the original Sydney Fire Station and across 
the road from Sydney Central Railway Station

So if you can, bring the family along with your fire engine. It will be a good time to 
catch up!
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PRESIDENT�S POSTING

International Appliances

Mark Hall and I have been talking to the NSWFB about members being able to 
purchase appliances direct from them. The Commissioner has given his approval for 
this to happen. The advantage for us is that they will still have their lights/siren�s etc 
on them and we will get to pick the best ones. We have been down to the workshops 
and inspected twenty that are in the �Grave Yard�.

We have picked out three which are in quiet good order for those members that have 
indicated that they would like one. We have negotiated a price for them which is the 
average price of what they are bringing at auction.

My Collection

Over the last few months my own collection has changed. I have sold one of my 
DL37 ladders, which has gone to Tasmania. It has been replaced with ME426 Dennis 
D600 which I will now restore. This brings my collection to ten, not counting my 1913 
hand drawn hose reel (damn eBay!), which I have just finished restoring.

General

At the last meeting the question was asked about membership numbers and the 
Association�s financial position. It is very pleasing to report that membership is up 
and we are in a strong financial position. This is a credit to our hard working 
committee members who give hours and hours of behind the scenes work to make 
the Association run.

Keep smiling

Guy Ellis 
President
Mobile 0414182010

www.hfea.com.au
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OUT & ABOUT

If you have been out and about with your fire appliance, how about sharing your 
adventure with other HFEA members. 

If you have a story or some photos of a recent run or visit, just send an email to 
aaron.bischoff@bigpond.com and I�ll include it in the next issue of Flyer & Salvage.

On a sunny Saturday back in April, Doug Humphreys added a little colour when he 
went along to display his J1 Bedford at the Burwood Heritage Festival. Complete with 
period turn out gear, Doug was on hand to show off the little Bedford and answer all 
the usual questions.

His appearance in the old fire fighting uniform together with the fire engine proved not 
only a hit with the crowd but with the event organisers as well. As a result of Doug�s 
effort, the HFEA have been invited to attend the Burwood Festival to be held on 
Sunday 20th September 2009 at the Burwood Park.

So if you are available on the 20th September, come along with your fire engine and 
family and help fly the HFEA flag together with Doug and his Bedford

Doug proudly poses for the camera with his J1 Bedford.

mailto:aaron.bischoff@bigpond.com
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

As a regular feature of the Flyer & Salvage, I will be including old adverts and other 
flyers that manufacturers produced in days gone by. It gives a good look into the past 
on how things were done or promoted. I hope you all enjoy the historical flyers as 
much as I do.

I do have a number of workshop manuals, mainly Dennis of course. If you need one, 
just drop me an email and I will forwarded a copy to you.
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