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Watchdesk

Welcome to the September issue of Flyer & Salvage

Well, hasn’t two months made
a difference. By now you
would have noticed that the
Flyer & Salvage has an
exciting new look.

| have for some time wanted
to change a few things here
and there and take that next
step. | guess | needed that
little push, this coming in the
way of feedback from the
recent survey, recent
comments and a positive
reply from our President after
| sent him a draft cover.

Thanks to everyone who was
able to find time to complete
the survey and send it back to
me. As a result of some of the
suggestions made, you will
see some new sections.

The recent celebration of 40
years of enclosed cabs within
the NSWFB was a great
success. It's the feature story
in this issue. Unfortunately
Nicole had booked a family
trip away that clashed with
this date, so | was unable to
travel down to attend the day
out. Luckily | was able to get
the elves out to take some
photos and put some pen to
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paper for the feature article
of this issue.

A little while ago, | came
across a website called
“fire engine photos”. It is
run by two guys from over
in Europe. It is a great site
with heaps of photos from
all over the world. You are
able to comment on the
photos and it has become
a great place to find
information about many of
the restored appliances on
the site. Guy Ellis has sent
in one photo, and | have
sent in a couple and even
have my own contributor’s
spot.

And best of all it is mainly
people who are interested
in fire engines, both old
and new, and the negative
commentators are very
scarce. | have already
made some great new
contacts from England and
Canada. So next time you
are on the ‘net’, check out
their website: www.fire-
engine-photos.com

And finally, | would like to
thank my wife Nicole and
my three little ones for the
support and for putting up
with me while | was trying
to work out this issue and
of course my obsession
with the big red trucks.

Aaron Bischoff
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Feature Story

40 year celebrations

Mark Hall recalls 40 years of Dennis enclosed cabs with the NSWFB

Dennis 40™"
Anniversary

1969 - 2009

Story by Mark Hall

‘“No 372 ME Stowed and
installed as Running Motor.
1800 hours Friday 20™ June,
1969. Speedo 322 miles.”
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And so began a tradition that
many of us to this day
remember so fondly. This
day saw the first automatic
fire appliance commissioned
into the NSWFB fleet, the
first of the purpose built, fully
enclosed double  cabin
Dennis fire engines.

Top Right: ~ Shane
MacDonald, Jim Hall, Chris
Wallace, Guy Ellis, Mark
Hall and Tom Hetherington
with Tom’s Dennis Jag in
the engine bay at Lakemba
Fire Station. Photo Mark Hall
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Bottom Right:  Postcard
from heaven! Guy’'s F44,
Tom’s, Guy’s and Mark’s
D600 Jags. Photo Mark Hall
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This was followed a month
later with the Flyer, Reg’s
Rolls No 373 and this was
followed by the first Jag
being installed at Lakemba.

The rest of course is history.
84 appliances in total, 12
Rolls and 72 Jags. How
fitting that we had the first
appliance there again on the
day.

For those of you who didn’t
know, | purchased No 372 in
early 1985 and cared for her
for nearly 23 years. She is
still the best looking truck
around and to see her in the
No 1 engine bay at the old
Headquarters was a dream
fulfilled. Guy Ellis now owns
372 and | know, loves her
just as much as | still do!

Our event saw 4 Dennis
motors plus Ryan Williams’
International arrive at
Lakemba station at 1000
hours on 26" July. We were
made very welcome by the
crew at Lakemba and also
52 Stn Campsie visiting to
show their support. An
inspection and display
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followed by a cuppa and
cakes made a great start to
our day. We all arrived with
no problems and no break-
downs!

Tom parked his newly
restored Jag in Lakemba’s
bay and a few hundred
photos were taken by HFEA
members, NSWFB crew and
visitors plus a handful of
passers by.

Tom’s Jag is a credit to him.
The restoration is
exceptionally good and
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totally authentic. He even
has Perspex covers over the
pockets to keep fingers off
the highly polished brass
fittings.

At 1100hrs, we headed off in
convoy, lead by Guy in the
Rolls and we arrived at
Headquarters at exactly
1200 hrs.

Again, we were warmly
welcomed by Superintendant
Peter Stathis and the entire
No 1 station crew.

After an inspection of the
Dennis motors parked
outside the old station, we
were all treated to a walk
through the new station. This
was followed by a BBQ lunch
and a great chat between the
members and the crews
there.

Above: Dennis on
Broadway! No it's not
the musical, it's the
HFEA convoy. This
great action shot from
the cab of Mark’s
Dennis captures this
once in a life time photo
as three Dennis fire
appliances make their
way into City of Sydney
Fire Station. Photo Mark
Hall

Left: Roll the clock
back! Tom’s Dennis
D600 parked in the
engine bay of Lakemba

Fire Station. Photo Mark
Hall

You could be forgiven for
thinking that we were back in
the 70’s with both a
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Rolls and a Jag parked
proudly in the first 2 bays,
and another 2 Jags lined up
out the front of the old
Headquarters! The pictures
say it all.

Many of the newer faces at
No 1 station had never seen
a Dennis Jag or Rolls and
they were suitably
impressed. | don’t know how
many of them would be able
to drive them. Of course
there were a handful of
retired firies and senior staff
who all had a few special
memories of their days
driving and working with
them.

All in all it was a great day
for those of us that attended.
A special thanks to Guy for
having both of his trucks
there, especially the Rolls.
The firies on duty were both
enthusiastic and appreciative
as well.

We know there are still a few
Jags out there needing a
paint, spit and polish so lets
try for a few more next time!
Bring on the 50™!

Above: Ready to
respond! Guy's F44
Dennis. Photo Mark Hall

Left: The business
end of Mark Hall's D600
Dennis in the original
Headquarters motor
bays. Photo Mark Hall
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